








Breaking the cycle

of violence

Cathy is a mother of two and
a domestic violence survivor.
When she went to legal aid
she had been suffering from
three years of beatings by
an abusive husband and felt
frightened and overwhelmed.
The legal aid advocate
helped her find safe housing
and develop a safety plan,
arranged for evaluation

for one of the children who
showed signs of autism,

and got support services

for the family. Meanwhile,
represented by the legal

aid attorney, she won sole
custody of her children,
secured child and spousal
support and obtained

$9,000 in housing funds.
Cathy and her children have
now moved to permanent
housing, the children are
continuing with their
counseling and treatment
plans, and Cathy plans to
return to school to become

a pharmacist.

For more information:
http://calbar.org/justicegapfund

WHY IS THE JUSTICE GAP FUND IMPORTANT?

Your contribution to the Justice Gap Fund is critical in two ways:

. The Fund will support important services that will profoundly impact
the lives and stability of thousands of low-income Californians; and

o The Justice Gap Fund will clearly indicate the California legal
profession’s — and YOUR — commitment to justice. In seeking other
sources of funding — whether from the legislature, foundations,
or corporations — potential funders want to know what the legal
profession is doing. This Fund will be one clear answer.

While the responsibility for an accessible justice system is not solely that
of the legal profession, it is critical for lawyers to take the lead — to show
how important the issue is, through both their pro bono services and their
voluntary financial contributions.

Thank you for your contribution.

At root, equal justice is simply the notion that law and
the courts should be fair, even if life isn’t.

Hon. Earl Johnson, Jr.,

Associate Justice,

California Court of Appeal,
Second Appellate District,

Speech at Opening Ceremony,
National Equal Justice Library,
quoted in 17 Saint Louis
University Law Review 265 (1998).



